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SYNOPSIS

Chance Oliveida is a Brazilian immigrant who 
owns a green cleaning company.  
She toils away in her company as she dreams of 
traveling the world to write her cooking travelogue. 
Chance secretly keeps a notebook filled with her 
recipes, food drawings, and musings on life.

Juliette Bonet is an entrepreneur who has the 
accoutrements of the good life: success, money to 
blow, and beauty.  Life is good.  However, her love 
life could be better.  Not that she has a lack of male 
suitors.  It’s just that she is at an age in which she is 
questioning what she really wants next in Mr. 
Right.  Then along comes Chance who forces her to 
reconsider her options.

Their paths cross when one of Chance’s workers does not show up for work.  What ensues is a 
tale of self discovery, passion, and their love of food.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT - CHAUNCEY WALES

I had an unorthodox path to filmmaking.  A lifelong interest in film was reignited during a near death 
experience in the desert of summer 2006.  The helicopter ride was the most perilous as my body drifted 
between the worlds.  Images were a blur as my life flashed before me.  I realized how many things 
were left undone.  Alas, clarity came in the form of knowing that I was not ready to go. I prayed to the 
gods of fate to give me another chance. If I came back I promised to fulfill many things that came to 
me in the vision.  Making a film was one of them.  

Fast forward to March of  2010 when I took an intensive filmmaking class for women.  What ensued 
was a life changing experience.  Initially seven pages, my screenplay morphed into thirty pages. The 
old adage “write what you know” was like a beacon of light when I needed it most.   Writing the 
characters was merely tapping into that creative world that writers visit.  Chance and Juliette were like  
friends whose lives and conversations I eavesdropped in from time to time.  Their story is one of self 
discovery, passion, and love. I am merely the storyteller.

Recipe for Love was inspired by one of my first loves, food.  I was raised by my grandmother in 
upstate New York.  To quote a line from this film from Chance’s grandmother, “She taught me so much 
about cooking.  Life. Love.”  My fondest memories of childhood  are centered around the kitchen.  We 
never had a microwave and fast food was not in my vocabulary.  Cooking was a familial affair and I 
naturally gravitated towards the kitchen.  I started off doing the little things: measuring, tasting,  
chopping, cleaning, and gathering ingredients from the garden.   Everything was homemade and slow 
cooked with love. Watching the action in the kitchen taught me everything that I know.  Food is more 
than what we eat.  It is nourishment, sustenance, family, culture, love.  Food is soul.

 Putting together the rest of the film with limited knowledge was difficult.  I discovered that I can 
identify people whose work I enjoyed and approach them to work with me.  It was organized chaos as I 
checked  things off  on my film scroll.  At times I was not even sure if this film would ever be made 
because of the countless setbacks.  Over twenty screenplay rewrites, two lead actress changes, and 
countless serendipitous encounters later it is set to world premiere at Frameline 35.



PRODUCER'S STATEMENT – ANA DOTCHEVA

Recipe For Love has been a quirky project from the very start. I never imagined that it could 
become the film it is today. Chauncey and I were thrown into the process and had to learn 
everything on the fly. I witnessed how the characters were born and developed. The process of 
selecting the actors and rehearsing the roles was fascinating. Filling the role of Chance was the 
most challenging. Everything fell into place when Fernanda Jimena auditioned for the role 
while on vacation from Brazil. Fernanda's fixed deadline for going back to Brazil sped up the 
project tremendously. Within two week we had to assemble a film crew, secure 3 filming 
locations, and prepare the actresses and actors. 

Fortunately, several amazing people agreed to let us use their homes to film. We occupied Keith 
Jordan's beautiful home for 5 days. In the film, this is Juliette's apartment. Most of the action 
happens here. Keith was most gracious host and did not kick us out even after we broke the 
Italian chandelier!
Our friends, Katia Dimitrova and Antonio Sausys, let us film in their lovely kitchen. In the 
film, this is Chance's home and it fit perfectly. The fact that Antonio and Fernanda are both 
from Uruguay was a lucky sign. 
Finally, my friend and Alexander Technique teacher, Josephine Gray, let us film from her 
rooftop with amazing views of San Francisco Bay and Downtown. The scene we filmed that 
day is one of the most important in the film. 
Thank you to all our hosts! Recipe For Love looks beautiful because of them. 

Chauncey has a knack for the pen and telling stories. That really shines in the Recipe For Love 
script. It is captivating, mysterious and catches you by surprise.
Everyone who was drawn to the project was able to identify with the characters. Chauncey is a 
natural leader and director. She made sure that the vision of the film was clear to everyone. The 
actors were challenged in a way that drew them deeper into their roles. In addition to her 
director role, Chauncey's persistence and ability to put together a strong team is what allowed 
such a challenging project to succeed. 

Nine months after the filming, Recipe For Love is born. 



FUN FACTS ABOUT RECIPE FOR LOVE

• Half the film crew was lost two days prior to the first shoot date.  This would prove to 
be a pivotal point in the film as Chauncey quickly gathered her wits and found 
replacement crew members.

• It took two actresses dropping out of the lead role for “Chance” before finding Fernanda 
Jimena.  Initially, she was too nervous to audition in English so she did it in her native 
tongue of Brazilian Portuguese.

• During pre-production, Chauncey worked closely with another beginner like herself. 
Jessy Manuel is young upstart executive chef and musician whom she met during an 
audition for  the role of Chance.  She did not get the part but they bonded over their 
shared interests in food and spirituality.

• Melissa, our set designer, introduced Chauncey and Ana to the owner of the main 
location for the set, Keith Jordan. Initially scheduled to shoot there for 2 days, we ended 
up being there for five long days. His place is so nice that nobody minded spending 12-
18 hours per day there. Of course, Keith's amazing cappuccinos did not hurt either. 

• Chauncey remotely worked with an accomplished Brazilian composer, Renato Bon. 
Renato created several pieces of original music to complete the Brazilian sonority of the 
film.  Several other musicians from São Paulo, Brazil contributed their music as well.

• Twice Additional Dialogue Replacement had to be recorded in São Paulo, Brazil.  The 
last time occurred four days prior to submitting the final mix for inclusion in the film 
festival.

• Fernanda Jimena had a Brazilian seer stop her randomly on the street.  She foretold of 
her travels to a land far away by water and the words food plus film.  None of this made 
sense to Fernanda at the time because she was not acting in film and the food/film 
association was random.  It all came full circle when she made Recipe for Love which is 
a food related film, made in San Francisco.

• The first colorist that Chauncey was going to work with got another gig in India two 
days before working on the film.  He called up one of his friends and negotiated a deal 
for her.  It ended up being Bob Curreri who is one of the most accomplished short form 
colorists in the world.

• Sometimes the locations for filming were released the day of shooting.

• A small portion of Recipe for Love has Brazilian Portuguese subtitles.

• Chauncey prepped the actresses for the sex scene by using various techniques like breath 
work, making them take a massage class for couples together, and having them 
choreograph an improv make out scene.
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CREW BIOGRAPHIES

      Chauncey Wales – Writer, Director, Producer
    Chauncey is a freelance writer based in  San Francisco.  Prior to that, she 

has held various stints as an entrepreneur, construction worker, and 
briefly as a cook.  Recipe for Love is her first foray into filmmaking and 
certainly not her last.  She is writing the feature screenplay for the story 
and wants to shoot it in the USA and Brazil.

        Ana Dotcheva – Producer
 Ana is a transplant from Bulgaria who calls San Francisco her home. Her 

values are deeply rooted in Bulgarian culture where life is centered 
around the family and more specifically around the kitchen. Raised by 
two generations of master cooks, Ana knows how to enjoy good food and 
wine. Ana has a successful career as a software quality assurance 
engineer. In addition, she maintains a private practice as a massage 
therapist and teaches massage to couples. Finally, Ana has been singing in 
a group for the last 5 years. She has performed at multiple acoustic shows 
and electronic festivals both in the USA and abroad. This is her first foray 
into film production.

         Paul Nordin – Director of Photography
Paul Nordin has a varied and accomplished background which includes 
being a dot-com survivor, software company executive, outdoor 
adventurer, photographer, and competitive athlete.  A lifetime passion for 
film led him to start EMBS Studios which is now a successful production 
company in Emeryville, California.  Over the past eight years he has 
amassed a large body of creative and commercial work in the Bay area 
and Los Angeles.   His body of work includes 8 feature films, music 
videos, and corporate commercials.

         Mathew Jones – Editor
Mathew Jones has over 18 years editing experience.  He specializes in 
producing, editing, and finishing spots, featurettes, and trailers for both 
blockbusters and indies.  Mathew has worked with a range of clients 
including MTV, VH1, Urban Outfitters, Paramount Pictures, 
Honda/Acura, NBC/Universal, Fox, Warner Brothers, and Sony Pictures.  
He has edited several official Sundance selections.  Other honors include 
Best Picture at The New York Underground Film Festival, Cannes 
Independent Film Festival and the Los Angeles International Film 
Festival.



    Melissa Ayoubpour –  Set Designer
 Melissa Ayoubpour is a multi talented doyenne of all. Her vernaculars of

style include interiors, photography, hair, set design,  product & furniture 
conceptualization. She is meticulous in detail, befitting the cliche 
eponymous to “thinks beyond the b o x” with a flair and subdued 
panache. Master of color and space conceptualization. No obstacles left 
unturned. Motto: “I can and I will, gladly”.

     Bob Curreri – Colorist
 Bob Curreri began his career in post production in the early nineties as a 

music video colorist at National Video Industries.   He has taken turns as 
a director of photography, a music video director, and a lead guitar player 
in a band.  Since then he has become one of the most prominent short 
form colorists in his field having colored hundreds of music videos for 
artists like Lady Gaga, Beyonce, Justin Bieber, My Chemical Romance, 
Weezer, All American Rejects, and Kid Rock, just to name a few.  His 
commercial work includes spots for Honda, Volkswagen, Ford, Target, 
Budweiser, Yahoo, and Reebok.  Bob's feature film career is also quickly 
gaining steam having just wrapped “Without Men” starring Eva Longoria 
and Christian Slater.

   Matt Wood – Sound Editor
Bay Area native Matt Wood graduated from Ex'pression Center for New 
Media, and has since recorded a wide variety of music in the Bay Area, 
including jazz, rock, and hip hop. In 2001, Matt joined the team at 
Crescendo! Studios – one of the premier audio post-production facilities 
in San Francisco. He has remained there ever since working as a Senior 
Engineer. Among his credits are spots for Chevrolet, Google, Visa, Nike, 
Esurance, Adidas and Amnesty International. In his off-time Matt 
continues to mix independent films as well as cycle and cook.

    Jessy Manuel – Food Stylist and Second Assistant Director
Jessy Manuel, a.k.a Chef Jessy, has always been in love with arts, music, 
writing, dance, film, painting, photography, and food. At an early age, she 
realized that food can also be an art in itself.  Jessy started working at a 
restaurant when she was 14 years old and quickly ascended the ranks to 
become an executive chef at 23 years old. She honed her cooking skills 
under one Jason Berthold of The French Laundry fame.  Her life as a 
chef continued at various high end restaurants such as RN74. Jessy's  
passion and dedication has lead her to a life beyond working at a 
restaurant. She has recently started a successful business organizing 
private dinner parties.

ay Area native Matt Wood graduated f jazz, rock and hip hop. Matt joined the 
Crescendo! team in 2001, and has



CAST BIOGRAPHIES

      Fernanda Jimena as Chance

Fernanda Jimena was born in Sao Jose dos Campos, Brazil. At a young 
age, she moved to Uruguay where she was raised and studied the arts. 
Eventually, she moved back to Brazil to study theater and dance. She 
works as an actress with Hotel Green Garden Company in São Paulo, 
Brazil. In addition, she is learning how to be a “Dotore da Alegria” – a 
hospital clown. 
The role of Chance in Recipe For Love was Fernanda's first English 
speaking role as well as her first lead role in a film.

    Coriander Stasi as Juliette
Originally from the famous small town of Woodstock, New York, 
Coriander got her start starring in a local sketch comedy TV show called I 
Forgot My Lines when she was only 11 years old. She then acted on and 
off throughout high school and beyond, pursuing a degree in Film and 
Photography at Ithaca College before moving to New York City to 
manage a photo studio. A few years later, Coriander moved to California 
to earn a masters degree in Psychology and found herself stepping back 
into the world of acting full force. Bringing a strong understanding of the 
filmmaking process and character psychology, Coriander has starred in a 
number of Bay Area films, music videos, and commercials. She's also co-
founder of the Brilliantly Insane Improv Group (BIIG), a member of the 
International Positive Psychology Association (IPPA), an award-winning 
writer, exhibiting photographer, and a black belt in Tang Soo Do.



CAST CREW

Starring Written, Directed, Produced by Chauncey Wales
Produced by Ana Dotcheva

Fernanda Jimena as Chance Oliveida
Coriander Stasi as Juliette Bonet Cinematographer / Paul Nordin
Ann Scott as Tal Editor / Mathew Jones
Tony Sommers as Henri Colorist / Bob Curreri
Mitch Costanza as Johnny Set Designer / Melissa Ayoubpour

Title Design / C. O'D.
Composer / Renato Bon (São Paulo, Brazil)
Sound Editor / Matt Wood
Dialog Editor / Guile Martins (São Paulo, Brazil)
Audio Engineer / Pablo Coitino (São Paulo, Brazil)
Production Manager / Ned Pollack
First Assistant Director / James Gutierrez
Second Assistant Director / Jessy Manuel
Key Gaffer / Joe Mullen
Key Grip / Remi Elkhatib
Boom Operator / Jeff Dragomanovich
Grip / Isidoro “Izzy” Cosentino
Make Up / Anna Vida
Make Up / Lisa-Marie Mekis
Hair Stylist / Scott Thomas Mackey
Food Stylist / Jessy Manuel
Second Unit Photography / Kevin McCracken
Music Consultant / Nicole Leigh
Portuguese Translator / Barbara de Graça
Second Editor / David Franco

 

                         MUSIC SPECIAL THANKS

“Nina Tusuna” (Lulacruza Munsee Mix)      Keith Jordan
From the album CANTA EP      Katia Dimitrova
Written, Performed, and Produced by Lulacruza      Antonio Sausys

     Josephine Gray
“Girandera” and “Deixa eu brincar”      Brigid O'Neil
From the album “Tapa Na Nuca”      Sheri Stellburg
Produced by Noite Clara, Rafael Franja Lima, Pipo Pegoraro      Julia Bradsher

“Me Despeco”
Written, Performed, and Produced by Pipo Pegoraro


